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''Thomas, I still want you to write that play for me."

With "Held by the Enemy" Charles Frohman seemed
to have found a magic touchstone. It was both pa-
triotic and profitable, for it was nothing less than the
American flag. Having raised it in one production, he
now turned to the enterprise which unfurled his success
to the winds in brilliant and stirring fashion.

Early in 1889 R. M. Field put on a new military play
called "Shenandoah," by Bronson Howard, at the Bos-
ton Museum. Howard was then the most important
writer in the dramatic profession. He had three big
successes, "Young Mrs. Winthrop," "Saratoga," and
"The Banker's Daughter," to his credit, and he had put
an immense amount of work and hope into the stirring
military drama that was to have such an important
bearing on the career of Charles Frohman. The story
of Frohman's connection with this play is one of the
most picturesque and romantic in the whole history of
modern theatrical successes. He found it a Cinderella
of the stage; he proved to be its Prince Chaitning.

xOddly enough, "Shenandoah" was a failure in Boston.
Three eminent managers, A. M, Palmer, T. Henry
French, and Henry E, Abbey, in succession had had
options on the play, and they were a unit in believing
that it would not go.                                         '*<

Daniel Prohman had seen the piece at Boston with a
view to considering it for the Lyceum. He told his
brother Charles of the play, and advised him to go up
and see it, adding that it was too big and melodramatic
for the somewhat intimate scope of the small Lyceum
stage.

So Charles went to Boston. On the day of the night
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